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Welcome Remarks:  Elin M. Howe
 

Commissioner, Department of Developmental Services 
Keynote Speaker:  


        Lotfi B. Merabet, OD, PhD., MPH
                           Assistant Professor of Ophthalmology, 

                               Harvard Medical School 

             Director, The Laboratory for Visual Neuroplasticity, 

                       Massachusetts Eye and Ear Infirmary 

         “How the Brain Changes in Response to Blindness”
Awards at Lunch: 

Mark Holt “Gift of Lunch”

Paul McDade “Focus” Award for Distinguished Service

Paul McDade “Focus” Award for Distinguished Leadership
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Special Closing Performance:   “Focus” on Talent!!!  
[image: image10.wmf]A Very Special Thank You…

To Our Exhibitors Including:
Literature Tables:

Ablenet
American Printing House for the Blind
Eye Care America

Hadley School for the Blind

Independent Living Aids

Prevent Blindness America
National Eye Institute
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A Very Special Thank You…
Vendors:
    
ABiSee

Ai Squared
Beacon Health Care Products, LLC
The Carroll Center for the Blind
Freedom Scientific

Good Lite

Helen Keller National Center

Let’s Go Technology
Massachusetts Commission for the Blind
Massachusetts Rehabilitation Commission
New England Consortium of Deafblind Projects (NEC)
New England INDEX
Perkins Braille & Talking Book Library
Perkins School for the Blind Training and Educational

Resources Program

Perkins School for the Blind Educational Programs
Ride-Away
Vision Dynamics
Poster Displays:

Handi Capable People Making a Difference in Their

Community 

Cymry Costa, People Incorporated, Day Habilitation Program
Assisted by Nancy Topolewski, Speech Developmental Specialist
and Tom Reiley, Program Developmental Specialist


“Can I Play?”
The May Institute
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A Very Special Thank You…





Poster Displays (continued):          [image: image3.wmf]
Awareness and Action: Educating Persons with Disabilities on Recognizing, Reporting and Responding to Abuse  


Jennifer Edwards-Hawkins


Disabled Persons Protection Commission (DPPC)
“My Accessible Home”   &  “The Traveling Wheelchair”

Kenny Cieplik – Wheelchair Reviews from “The Traveling 
Wheelchair” by Kenny & Company 
Learning Braille

Yashira Correa

People, Incorporated

Perkins Community Living Services – A Partnership 

with DDS

Beth Caruso

Perkins Outreach Services


Accessible Recreation in the Massachusetts’ State


Park System for People of All Abilities    


Gigi Ranno, Outreach Coordinator


DCR’s Universal Access Program






MassHealth

Bob Guerino

MassHealth Operations Member Services

The Touch of Sound:  Music Therapy & The Visually 
Impaired


Lisa A. El-Lakis, MT-BC, Board Certified Music Therapist

Hogan Regional Center

Wellness: A Balance of Mind, Body and Spirit

New England Villages Solar Wellness Center      
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Introducing our Keynote:        














        Lotfi B. Merabet                                                     
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                  Conference Agenda “At-a-Glance”
8:00 – 8:25

Registration / Vendors Open / Refreshments
8:25 – 8:30

Opening Remarks
8:30 – 8:45

Welcome Remarks 
8:45 – 9:45

Keynote
9:45 – 10:00

Break / Vendors Open & Poster Session
10:00 – 11:00 
1st Concurrent Session
11:00 – 11:15
Break / Vendors Open & Poster Session
11:15 – 12:15   
2nd Concurrent Session
12:15 – 12:30 
Vendors Open 
12:30 – 1:30

Lunch & Award Presentations:





● Mark Holt Gift of Lunch 




● Paul McDade “Focus” Awards for Distinguished     


          Service and Leadership

1:30 – 2:00

Dedicated Vendor & Poster Session
2:00 - 3:00

3rd Concurrent Session



3:00 – 3:15

Break / Refreshments / Vendors Open
3:15 – 3:45

“Focus” On Talent!!! (Performance) / Raffle 
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                                    Directions!!!
           Four Points by Sheraton Norwood

              1125 Boston-Providence Turnpike

             Route 1 (18 miles south of Boston)

                        Norwood, MA 02062

                       Phone: 781-769-7900

                         www.fourpointsnorwood.com
          Please see page 13 for a full listing of directions!!!!
   We look forward to seeing you on March 14th!!!        6 
   “Focus” on Vision Impairment & Blindness 
8:00 – 8:25
Registration / Vendors Open / Refreshments
8:30 – 8:45
Welcome:    Elin M. Howe



      Commissioner, Department of Developmental Services 
8:45 – 9:45
Keynote:      Lotfi B. Merabet, OD, PhD, MPH 
                         Assistant Professor of Ophthalmology, Harvard Medical School 



          Director, The Laboratory for Visual Neuroplasticity, MEEI
                      “How the Brain Changes in Response to Blindness” 
9:45 – 10:00
Break / Vendors & Posters Open
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10:00 – 11:00 
Concurrent Sessions

A.
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10:00 – 11:00 
Concurrent Sessions (continued)
B.
Ocular Side Effects of Medications
Presenter: Ronda Williams RPh. BCPP  

                        Clinical Pharmacist-Wrentham Developmental Center
                        Department of Developmental Services
                        Comprehensive Pharmacy Services
Description:  Multiple medications are frequently prescribed to persons with developmental and intellectual disabilities.  Due to their complex medical presentations and cognitive deficits; medication adverse effects can be difficult to discern; especially if the effect is ocular in nature.  Recognizing the potential for medications to effect vision is an important tool in providing optimal care to persons with developmental and intellectual disabilities. 

C. 
Creative Union Gallery:  Our Concept and Mission 


Printmaking Techniques for People with Vision Loss 
Presenters:  Anyahlee Suderman 
                  Art Program Coordinator/Instructor and Gallery Manager 
                  Walnut Street Center and Creative Union Gallery


  Else Eaton



  Program Manager



  Outside The Lines Studio


  Creative Union Gallery partnering organization
Description:  Creative Union is a Visionary Art gallery in the heart of Union Square Somerville providing cooperative support services for adults with and without intellectual disabilities.  We are a partnership between two day programs, Walnut Street Center and Outside the Lines Studio.  The gallery functions as a place for participants to make, exhibit and sell their fine art and handmade items.  We will discuss our concept and mission and how we are actualizing it.
Printmaking Projects for People with Vision Loss:  We will present a variety of art processes using household items to create a 2-d and 3-d printed art experiences for and by people with vision loss.
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10:00 – 11:00 
Concurrent Sessions (continued)
D.
Therapeutic Use of Computers with Adults with Significant 
Intellectual and Visual Limitations       
Presenters:   Linda Einis, MS, OTR/L, ATP

                   Wrentham Developmental Center


   Marion Hamilton, OTR/L



   Wrentham Developmental Center
Description:  For many individuals with significant intellectual and visual limitations, it is challenging to find activities that will be engaging and provide a means to work on skills from responding to sensory stimuli and developing cause and effect skills to attending to a story and developing pre-academic, language and motor skills.  The use of specialized, customizable software along with interface devices such as a touch screen and switch adapted mouse, can open up many opportunities for individuals to develop these skills.  This workshop will demonstrate software and interface devices that have proven successful for this population along with case studies and strategies for matching the right product to the individual.
11:00 – 11:15
Break / Vendors & Posters Open        
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11:15 – 12:15   Concurrent Sessions
A.
Retinal Manifestations in Patients with Intellectual and 
Developmental Disabilities         
Presenter:  Manju Subramanian, MD

                 Vitreoretinal Disease and Surgery
                 Vice-Chairman of Clinical Services
                 Boston University Eye Associates
                 Associate Professor in Ophthalmology

         Boston University School of Medicine
Description:  This presentation will discuss retinal findings, symptoms, signs, diagnostic tests, and treatment options for retinal diseases commonly seen in patients with special needs.  
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11:15 – 12:15   Concurrent Sessions (continued)

B.
Integrating Literacy Throughout the Day 
Presenter:  Sharon Stelzer, M.Ed.
Teacher of Students who are Deafblind
        Perkins School for the Blind
Description: During this presentation a variety of strategies and examples of ways to integrate literacy throughout the day will be shared.  Attendees will participate in several discussions about literacy including the functions of reading.  Participants will have an opportunity to ask questions as well as share ideas.  
C.
Geo-Caching, Let’s Go for a Walk!
Presenter:    Meg Robertson, BS, MA, COMS 


  Certified Orientation & Mobility Specialist



  Director Orientation & Mobility Department  


  


  Massachusetts Commission for the Blind
Description:  Come and learn about Geo-caching the world wide game of hiding and seeking treasures using GPS technology.  Discover what Geo-caching is, how to participate, how to hide a “cache”, and why this makes for such a wonderful small group activity for individuals with intellectual disability and vision loss!                 
D.
Accessible Transportation and Safety
Presenters:   Barry Caruso
                   Mobility Consultant
                   Ride-Away Corporation
Description:  Join us for a discussion about access features of passenger vans- large and small, including correct use of grab bars, grab poles, steps, running boards, and more!  Learn how an individual with vision loss can safely step into and out of a van.  Importance of safety features including wheelchair securements will also be discussed.


12:15 – 12:30
Vendors Open


12:30 – 1:30     Lunch & Award Presentations:




● Mark Holt “Gift of Lunch”


         ● Paul McDade “Focus” Award for Distinguished Service

                         ● Paul McDade “Focus” Award for Distinguished Leadership
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1:30 – 2:00
 Dedicated Vendor & Poster Session!!!
We listened to you!!! -  Thanks to Conference attendee requests, this year we have again scheduled more time after lunch for meeting our Vendors, viewing the Posters and Networking!!!  Enjoy!!!
2:00 – 3:00
Concurrent Sessions

A.     Understanding Eyeglass Prescriptions...An overview of most  
things that you wanted to know about, but were afraid to ask

Presenter:   Barry S. Kran OD, FAAO


 Professor, New England College of Optometry


 Director, NE Eye Perkins Low Vision Clinic

Description:  This down to earth presentation will explain optical corrections for nearsightedness, farsightedness, astigmatism and presbyopia as well as considerations for filters and spectacle selection.
B.
A Vision for All

Presenters:  Jane Rosen, MA, COMS


 Certified Orientation & Mobility Specialist


 Worcester Public Schools


 Susan M. DeCaluwe, M.Ed.


         Teacher of the Deafblind



 Worcester Public Schools



 Judy Freedman Fask, M.Ed., M.E.D.



 Director of Deaf Studies Program 

                 College of the Holy Cross

Description:  Worcester Public School’s Deafblind Team in collaboration with the College of the Holy Cross Deaf Studies Program established a model program for transition aged students who are sensory impaired/deafblind.  

This collaboration aligns with a national trend to create, develop and provide an integrated curricula across the learner’s school, home and community environments, also known as The National Expanded Core Curriculum.

Come and learn about the key areas of Expanded Core Curriculum, how to create an accessible environment for individuals with deafblindness, and successful strategies to writing a supportive IEP/ITP/ISP for individuals with sensory impairment.
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2:00 – 3:00
Concurrent Sessions (continued)

C.
Planning Day Habilitation Activities for Individuals with Vision 
Impairments 
Presenter:   Kathy Stoffel, AS 

                  Adult Education Instructor 
                  Wrentham Developmental Center
Description:  This presentation will focus on how to plan and structure Day Services for individuals with vision impairments.  Emphasis will be placed on planning, selection and implementation of Day Services based on themes.
D.
Uses of the IPAD – By and For Adults with Visual and Additional 

Disabilities
Presenter:   Michelle J. Antinarelli, ACVREP-COMS

                 Association of Massachusetts Educators for Students with
                 Vision Impairments – President Elect
Description:  The IPAD is a piece of mainstream technology that addresses many needs of today’s busy consumer.  With built in universal design features of Voiceover and Magnification, it provides access to many different kinds of users who share the same need for efficiency, accountability, organization, and collaboration.  With a little imagination the IPAD also supports access to communication, education and independence for individuals with intellectual disability.  Please join us as we evaluate how common basic apps and some commercial apps can be tweaked for use BY and FOR adults with visual impairment and additional disabilities.
3:00 – 3:15
Break / Refreshments / Vendors & Posters Open
3:15 – 3:30
"Focus" On Talent!!! (Performance)
  A special “Focus” On Talent, showcasing individual’s musical      
          abilities, will put the finishing touch on the day! 



3:30 - 3:45     Closing Remarks/RAFFLE  -  Wonderful PRIZES!!!
                                Must be present to WIN!!!

Additional Copies of this Registration Brochure:
Registration Brochure and Form can be downloaded from "Training and Events" section of the DDS Vision Loss website: www.mass.gov/dds/visionloss 
and from the “Perkins Training Center Schedule” on the Perkins website:   www.perkins.org/professional/ptc
               Please Register Early If You Can!!                 12
              Directions!!!
          Four Points by Sheraton Norwood

              1125 Boston-Providence Turnpike

              Route 1 (18 miles south of Boston)

                       Norwood, MA 02062

                     Phone: 781-769-7900



www.fourpointsnorwood.com
From Boston and points North
Take I-93 South which turns into I-95 (Route 128) North.
Take Exit 15B, Route 1 South toward Norwood.
Travel 4.5 miles, the Four Points by Sheraton Norwood Hotel & Conference Center will be on your right after the Staples Plaza.
From the West

Follow Mass. Turnpike (I-90) East
Take Exit 14 onto I-95 (Route 128) South. (Note: From the West, this Exit is number 14, from the East, it is number 15.)
Continue South to Exit 15B. Route 1, Norwood,
And proceed as above.
From Providence, TF Green Airport & points South
Take I-95 North to Exit 11B, Neponset Street, Norwood.
Drive 7/10 of a mile and turn left onto Dean Street.
At traffic light, turn left onto Route 1, heading South.
The Four Points by Sheraton Norwood Hotel & Conference Center is on your right after the Staples Plaza.
From Logan Airport
Exit airport, follow signs through Williams tunnel (toll) to I-90 /I-93 South. Follow signs for I-93 South about 7 miles.
I-93 South turns into I-95 (Route 128) North.
Proceed on I-95(Route 128) North to Exit 15B, Route 1 Norwood.
Travel Route 1 South 4.5 miles to the Four Points by Sheraton Norwood Hotel & Conference Center, located on your right after the Staples Plaza. 
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      We look forward to seeing you on March 14th!!
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Registration Information

1.  Please fill out the attached form and return BY February 29, 2012 to:


Sue Cavallari / Shriver Clinical Services Corporation


Wrentham Developmental Center, PO Box 144

Wrentham, MA 02093
2.  For questions regarding Registration, please contact Sue Cavallari:   

     Suzanne.Cavallari@state.ma.us or phone 508-384-5567.
3.  Please make check payable to:  Shriver Clinical Services Corporation
4.  Continuing Education Information:

     Application for 4 hours of Continuing Education has been submitted to:


         Academy for Certification of Vision Rehab. & Education Prof. (ACVREP)    

         Commission on Rehabilitation Counselor Certification (CRC) 
     This program has been approved for 4.0 Continuing Ed Credits (CECs)             
     Boston University School of Social Work, authorization Code B-12-324.              

     Questions:  Lisa.DiBonaventura@state.ma.us

     An application has been made to MA Board of Registration in Nursing for 

     nursing continuing education. Questions:  Colleen.E.Ryan@state.ma.us

     NECO/NEEI has applied for 4 hours of COPE approved credits.
     Questions: Dr. Barry S. Kran @ Kranb@neco.edu

     Perkins Training Center will award 5 Professional Development Points (PDPs)  

     Questions:  Betsy.Bixler@perkins.org
        Please indicate your choice of CEU's on the registration form.

5.  Scholarships are available for individuals with intellectual disability and their  

     families.  Information: Colleen.E.Ryan@state.ma.us /508-866-8881

6.  Reduced room rates of $115.00 per night, exclusive of taxes, will be available 
     at the Four Points by Sheraton, Norwood, phone:  781-769-7900. Please 
     mention Shriver Clinical. Rooms at this rate are subject to availability.
7.  Registration Brochure and Form can be downloaded from "Training and  
  
     Events" section of DDS Vision Loss website:    www.mass.gov/dds/visionloss
     and from the “Perkins Training Center Schedule” on the Perkins website:   

     www.perkins.org/professional/ptc
8.  Questions please contact: Lisa.DiBonaventura@state.ma.us or 508-384-5539.
[image: image8.wmf]
    Please Register Early!!!  
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Registration Form
                             “Focus” On Vision Impairment & Blindness

     Meeting the Needs of Individuals with Intellectual Disability and Vision Loss

Wednesday March 14, 2012, Four Points by Sheraton, Norwood, Massachusetts
Name:








_______________________________________________________

Agency Name:

_______________________________________________________

Address:
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Email:





Phone:
______________________________________________________________________________________________
Can we share your contact information with sponsors?  Yes ____   No____

Conference Rate with Lunch:      

General Admittance postmarked by February 1st 2012: 

$50.00 

General Admittance postmarked after February 1st 2012:

$60.00

Physician (MD, DO, OD):






$110.00

Lunch Choice**:  **If no choice is indicated, the Vegan lunch will be ordered:

Chicken with Tomatoes, Mushrooms, Herbs, & White Wine Sauce         ____ or

Stuffed Tomato Provencal over Spaghetti Squash                                ____
(The Stuffed Tomato dish is Vegan, Vegetarian and Gluten Free).

Special Accommodations Needed:_________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________
Concurrent Session Selection: (Please circle the sessions you plan to attend)
10:00 - 11:00

A

B

C

D

11:15 - 12:15

A

B

C

D

2:00 - 3:00


A

B

C

D

Please circle the one type of CE you will be requesting:

   ACVREP
     CRC       CEC       Nursing CEU       COPE
      PDP              

Check enclosed:__________  Amount: __________

Please write check payable to:  Shriver Clinical Services Corporation
PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM BY February 29, 2012 to:


Sue Cavallari / Shriver Clinical Services Corporation


Wrentham Developmental Center, PO Box 144

Wrentham, MA 02093
           Thank you so very much for your support!!!                  15

“Focus” on Vision Impairment & Blindness Conference





Meeting the Needs of Individuals with Intellectual Disability & Vision Loss





March 14, 2012


 8:00 am - 3:30 pm








 Four Points by Sheraton, Norwood, MA











completed his Masters in Public Health. In 2010, he joined the faculty of the Massachusetts Eye and Ear Infirmary after 10 years working at Beth Israel Medical Center in Boston, MA. 





Dr. Merabet will be presenting the Keynote "How the Brain Changes in Response to Blindness":  There is a common notion that the loss of sight is accompanied by compensatory behaviors such as enhanced hearing and sense of touch. We now know that sensory deprivation such as blindness is associated with dramatic changes occurring at the level of the brain. Specifically, parts of the brain normally associated with the processing of visual information are now recruited to process other spared sensory modalities including hearing, touch, smell and even memory functions. Through scientific investigation (such as brain imaging), it is believed that these changes underlie adaptive and compensatory behaviors in the blind.  Furthermore, there seem to be common principles regarding how the brain copes with sensory loss (referred to as "neuroplasticity") thus helping explain how the brain adapts to other forms of sensory loss such as deafness and sensory motor impairment. We will discuss how the brain is a highly specialized yet adaptive organ, and how studying sensory deprivation can not only give us insight as to how the brain works, but also give us hints how we can help those with sensory deprivation. 





 











	Co-Lead Sponsors: 	       �


	


	 Perkins Training Center





	 MA Commission for the Blind


	  


	Sponsors:  


 


	 DDS Southeast Region Training Council 





	Friends:  


	 Shriver Clinical Services Corp.





       Supporters:


        Eye Hopes








�





Lotfi B. Merabet, OD PhD MPH is and Assistant Professor of Ophthalmology, Harvard Medical School and Director, The Laboratory for Visual Neuroplasticity, Massachusetts Eye and Ear Infirmary.





Dr. Merabet is a clinician-neuroscientist interested in how the brain adapts to the loss of sight. After completing his doctorate degree in neuroscience (University of Montréal) and doctorate in optometry (New England College of Optometry), he continued his post-doctoral training at Harvard Medical School, Boston University and the MGH Martinos Center for Biomedical Imaging.  He  has  also  recently


an award-winning former fashion photographer, has spent the past fourteen years working internationally with advocacy organizations/NGOs, medical schools, universities and other educational institutions to effect a sea-change in societal attitudes towards individuals living with genetic difference; his work has been published in newspapers, magazines and journals as diverse as Elle, GQ, People, the American Journal of Medical Genetics, The Lancet, Spirituality and Health, the Washington Post, Atlantic Monthly and Life Magazine. 





��




















Developing Navigation Skills in the Blind through Video Games: A Clinical Neuroscience Approach 


Presenter:  Lotfi B. Merabet, OD, PhD, MPH


                   Assistant Professor of Ophthalmology, Harvard Medical School 


		Director, The Laboratory for Visual Neuroplasticity, MEEI





Description: We will discuss the design and results of a study aimed at assessing the feasibility and effectiveness of using an audio-based virtual navigation environment (based on a gaming platform called AbES; which stands for Audio-based Environmental Simulator) to assist in navigation, orientation and mobility, as well as problem solving skills in blind and visually impaired individuals. The training and performance assessments are carried out based on an actual building located on the campus of the Carroll Center for the Blind in Newton, MA. Study participants are randomly assigned to one of two study groups: 1) the first group represents the gaming arm and will interact with the virtual environment through game mode or 2) the second (control) group in which participants interact with the game but the navigating environment is unrelated (but of equal complexity) to the target physical building. After the training session, participants are assessed on how well they can navigate through the environment (virtually and physically) by assessing their performance on a list of predetermined origin-destinations (of comparable distance and difficulty). Preliminary findings suggest that virtual reality based approaches (including gaming) can serve as an effective means to generate cognitive spatial maps and transfer these skills in the physical world.                                                      7























