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About Perkins International 
Perkins School for the Blind, founded in 1829, is a world­renowned center of excellence in the education 

of people who are blind, deafblind, and visually impaired with multiple disabilities. Perkins has many notable 

alumni, including Helen Keller and her teacher, Anne Sullivan.The fundamental mission of Perkins is to support 

people in reaching their greatest possible independence.Through the development of knowledge, skills, and 

confidence, students learn to live, work, and function as independently as possible within their communities. 

Teacher preparation is also a central part of our mission. Since 1920, Perkins has trained teachers from both 

the U.S. and around the world and has helped universities develop or expand teacher training programs. 

From the beginning, Perkins identified solutions to problems and issues faced by people who are blind or 

have visual impairment with multiple disabilities. A pioneer in deafblind education, Perkins was also one of 

the first residential schools in the United States to expand education programs for children who were blind 

with multiple disabilities. Another such undertaking was the development of embossed type – a precursor 

to Braille – to enable people who are blind to read and write. Since 1951, Perkins has manufactured and 

distributed more than 330,000 Perkins Braillers, the standard for brailling excellence, in 170 countries. In 

October 2008, Perkins unveiled the Next Generation™ Perkins Brailler®.This improved device is even 

easier for students to use, thus enabling them to develop literacy skills more quickly. 

In 1989, with the generous support of the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, Perkins established a comprehensive 

international program to support the education of children who are blind or have visual impairment with 

multiple disabilities.The primary focus of Perkins International is on building capacity at local, regional and 

national levels to develop independent, sustainable educational services. Local and global partnerships are 

the foundation of our international work.We collaborate with schools, parent organizations, universities, 

government representatives and international agencies in a shared effort to improve educational opportunities 

for children in need. Our programs empower and unite community leaders with a shared vision to enrich 

children’s lives, transform education and disability policies, and cultivate pioneering alliances. 



When Perkins’ international program was initiated, fewer than 250 children who were deafblind or blind 

with multiple disabilities were being educated in specialized programs in the developing world.With the help 

of Perkins, today, our local partners provide direct services to more than 12,000 children in Asia, Africa, Latin 

America and the Caribbean, and Eastern and Central Europe. In addition, more than 217,000 children, family 

members, teachers, and professionals have directly benefited from the Program’s activities – from our teacher 

training programs, to the help we provide in developing curricula and life skills training programs, and to our 

work to ensure that governments recognize the specialized educational needs of this marginalized population. 

It is estimated that there are 5 million children who are blind or visually impaired worldwide who do not 

attend school.1 We estimate that a large percentage of these children have one or more additional disabilities. 

Perkins’ and our partners’ experience confirm that when these children have the opportunity to receive an 

education, their lives, in addition to the lives of their families and community, are remarkably transformed. 

In support of Education for All goals, Perkins is committed to advocating for the advancement of the education, 

economic and political rights of all children and adults who are blind and visually impaired. Underlying all 

these efforts is Perkins International’s vision: 

• Every child has the opportunity to receive an education 

• Teachers of children with visual and other impairments are adequately trained 

• Schools have the tools to provide quality education to children, including the use of readily 

available, local, low­cost materials or high­tech equipment where appropriate 

• People who are blind or visually impaired are empowered to read, write and communicate 

through Braille or other appropriate language skills 

• Young adults have the opportunity to receive vocational training and/or develop the skills 

needed to live as independently as possible 

> When children have the opportunity to receive an 
education, their lives, in addition to the lives of their 
families and community, are remarkably transformed. 

1 Rahi, J.S. et al. (1999). Measuring the burden of childhood blindness. British Journal of Ophthalmology, 83, 387­388. 
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Advancing Braille Literacy 
Perkins envisions a world in which all people who are blind or visually impaired who have the cognitive ability 

are empowered to read, write and communicate through Braille or appropriate language skills and enjoy the 

benefits of literacy through increased educational opportunities, employment and independence. Perkins 

advances Braille literacy worldwide by ensuring that schools, agencies and individuals have access to Braille 

devices and appropriate technology.We also develop Brailler repair networks in many regions of the world to 

lengthen the life of Perkins Braillers® and provide educators with resources and information on Braille instruction. 

Perkins applauds the inclusion of Braille literacy policies and statements in international education campaigns, 

such as UNESCO’s Education for All initiative, and in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons 

with Disabilities.2 

The following issues are critical for ensuring that all people who are blind are empowered to enjoy 

the benefits of Braille literacy: 

• National policies must recognize the importance of Braille literacy and
 

promote Braille literacy education
 

• International education initiatives should incorporate Braille in literacy
 

campaigns and monitoring activities
 

• Teachers of students who are blind or visually impaired must be trained
 

to provide instruction in Braille
 

• Students should be taught Braille throughout their educational experience 

• All children who are blind or visually impaired should be assessed for the
 

appropriateness of instruction in the use of a Braille writing machine
 

• Infants and toddlers should be exposed to tactile and other sensory learning
 

activities to lay a foundation for developing Braille literacy skills
 

• Libraries need to be equipped with literature in a range of accessible
 

formats, such as Braille, large print and audio
 

2 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). (2007). Education for All (EFA) international coordination. 
Retrieved October 9, 2008 from www.unesco.org/education/efa. 



Achieving Education for All 
Since 1989, Perkins International has worked with local partners in more than 60 countries around the world 

to expand educational opportunities for children who are visually impaired with additional disabilities. As a 

result of this 20­year history, we have identified several common policy and regulatory barriers towards 

ensuring children receive quality education services.To eliminate these barriers, we recommend that 

educational systems include, but not be limited to, the following elements: 

1.	 A functional definition and a formalized system for identifying children
 

with visual impairment and multiple disabilities
 

2.	 Training for special and regular education teachers on methods of teaching
 

children who are visually impaired with multiple disabilities
 

3.	 Funding structures based on the needs of children with multiple disabilities
 

who often need a smaller teacher­to­student ratio
 

4.	 Knowledge of curriculum accessibility 

5.	 Systems for assessment and evaluation of students 

6.	 Support, encouragement and training for families to be included in
 

education planning and development
 

7.	 Vital linkages with other government agencies to develop
 

comprehensive systems of support and continuity
 

> National policies must recognize the importance of 
Braille literacy and promote Braille literacy education. 

United Nations Enable. (2007). Convention on the rights of persons with disabilities. Retrieved October 9, 2008 from 
http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?navid=12&pid=150. 
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